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NATIONAL FOREWORD  

This Sri Lanka Standard was approved by the Sectoral Committee on Food Products and was 

authorized for adoption and publication as a Sri Lanka Standard by the Council of the Sri Lanka 

Standards Institution on …………………… 

This Standard is identical with ISO/TS 12869: 2019 Water quality — Detection and quantification 

of Legionella spp. and/or Legionella pneumophila by concentration and genic amplification by 

quantitative polymerase chain reaction (qPCR), which is published by the International 

Organization for Standardization (ISO). 

 

This Standard specifies a method for the detection and quantification of Legionella spp. and L. 

pneumophila using a quantitative polymerase chain reaction (qPCR). It specifies general 

methodological requirements, performance evaluation requirements, and quality control 

requirements.  

 

This standard is intended to be applied in the bacteriological investigation of all types of water 

(hot or cold water, cooling tower water, etc.), unless the nature and/or content of suspended matter 

and/or accompanying flora interfere with the determination. This interference can result in an 

adverse effect on both the detection limit and the quantification limit. The results are expressed as 

the number of genome units of Legionella spp. and/or L. pneumophila per litre of sample. The 

method described in this Standard is applicable to all types of water. However, some additives, 

such as chemicals used for water treatment, can interfere with and/or affect the sensitivity of the 

method. 

 

 

Terminology and conventions: 

The text of the International Standard has been accepted as suitable for publication, without 

deviation, as a Sri Lanka Standard. However, certain terminology and conventions are not identical 

with those used in Sri Lanka Standards. Attention is therefore drawn to the following:  

a) Wherever the words “International Standard” appear referring to this Standard, it should be 

interpreted as “Sri Lanka Standard”.  

b) The comma has been used throughout as a decimal marker. In Sri Lanka Standards it is the 

current practice to use the full point on the base line as the decimal marker.  
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c) Wherever page numbers are quoted, they are ISO page numbers. 

 

 

CROSS REFERENCES 

 

International Standard                                   Corresponding Sri Lanka Standard                                                                                                                          

ISO 19458, Water quality — Sampling for 

microbiological analysis 

SLS 1642 Part 10 Methods for sampling of 

water - Sampling for microbiological analysis. 
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